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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

April 2011

	Commander Comments


	Ladies Auxiliary



	******************

IN MEMORIAL

The march is over and they lieth down in the house appointed for all living things. Our comrades are in the hands of our Heavenly Father, and “ God giveth his beloved sleep”. We Remember!

Colel B. Droze..Life Member..Died 13 March, 2011

Edward Schmidt…Life Member..Died 15 March, 2011

Our condolences to their families and they will be remembered in our prayers..
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The 70th Post Anniversary celebration was very nice and we had a great turn-out by our Post and Auxiliary members.  The Patriots Pen, second runner-up, first runner-up and the first place winner were in attendance, with their families, some friends and teachers.  The students each received a plaque, congratulatory card and a check from the Post/Ladies Auxiliary.  It was a pleasure to present these awards to some very deserving young people.                                              

The kitchen renovations are completed.  All the old wooden cabinets were torn out and replaced with open racks and the walls and ceiling were cleaned and painted.  The stove, deep fryer and grill are now on casters, so they can be moved and the floor more easily cleaned.  We have stainless steel panel behind the stove, grill and deep fryer.  We also have 3 new stainless steel tables and a new microwave oven Thanks to the generosity of some Post and Auxiliary members, the total cost to the Post was $ 322.00.  We are utilizing the kitchen and food sales are on the rise.  Mon thru Wed we have hot dogs, pizza, chicken tender baskets, etc.  Thursday is Taco/Burrito night Friday is fish, red rice/Cole slaw & hush puppy night and Saturday we have burger baskets, steak-um sandwiches with fries or onion rings.  A few are working hard, so we ask that you try and help out.                                                         

At our April meeting, we will have final nomination for Post officers and then the elections.  Hope to see you all there.  We have some new members who seem willing to get involved.                                                  

Friday, April 15th we will have the Vision of Elvis show featuring Danny Stirling. Tickets are $ 15.00 a person (same as last time) and will include heavy hors d’ oeuvres. See the bartender for your tickets.  We have limited seating and Danny has a good following so I suggest you get your tickets early.  We start serving at 6:30 PM and the show starts at 8:00 PM.                                                                
Concerning annual dues….Thank you to those people that have paid your annual dues.  We need 4 more of you then we will be at 100%. Remember what you did to become eligible to be a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.                                                    
There will be a benefit seminar for wartime veterans on 19 April, 2011 at Ashley Park retirement home, located at 1451 Tobias Gadson Blvd ,Charleston . The seminar will begin at 6:30 PM and you may find out if you may be eligible for up to $ 1945.00/mo in retirement benefits. Please RSVP to 843-571-6075 by April 18. 

Yours in Comradeship,

Al Cales



Home: 843-552-9702


Cell:
843-607-5334

E-mail: commander@vfwpost3142.com
Suggestions/Comments
	April is upon us and we have many things planned for the Month. April 8 and 9th we will be at the Air Force Base.  The 8th is family day so we will be recruiting new members. The 9th will be the Air Show.  For those of you that came out for our 70th Reunion Celebration I hope you had a wonderful time.  For those that missed it you missed seeing three very well-mannered young people receive the awards for Patriots Pen, they are truly going in the right direction. A big thanks to everyone that helped.  Yes Ms. Barbara and Lore for sneaking in the kitchen and cleaning. 

For each department chairlady all reports have to be in by May 6, 2011.  One thing I would like to remind everyone is that the next meeting will be April 12, 2011 and it will begin at 7:00 as we have elections and so many other things to go over. Please keep in mind that anyone can be elected but it takes some big shoes to fill these positions and with each committee there comes a written report each month and sometimes events that have to be attended.  Our motto is Honor the dead by serving the living. We need to get back to the basic rules of the Ladies Auxiliary.  More of the members should attend meeting and go to the conventions.  Rules have changed so much and there is always a report that needs more information than one person can do. When you cast your ballot think carefully please.

The Handicap Convention will be held on May 21-22, 2011 in Florence.  We currently have tickets for sale and ask that you contribute as this is very important to their fund raising.  If you need a ticket please see Beth or Jackie. Ladies don't forget the meeting April 12, 2011 at 7:00.






In Loving Sisterhood                                                

Beth Gray    425-2949

lapresident@vfwpost3142.com


	MOC/MOCA

	HOUSE COMMITTEE 



	My fellow Comrades,  

It has come time again to get some information out to the fellows, as to what is going on in the Cootie world.  Far be it from me, to be able to enlighten you but I know of nothing to report.                               

Since very few of you showed at the last meeting, there was no business conducted to report.  In fact, the last meeting was cancelled, because of conflicts in some other business at the time.                                   
I know some of you are not going to like what I have to say at this time, but for God’s sake, let’s stop beating a dead horse.  Either we get on the stump, and start operating, as we should, or get off the damn stump and close this chapter PT #11 with what little bit of dignity it can muster.  We were, at one time, one of the best Units of the South Carolina Grand, or any other Grand, for that matter, and I was proud to be associated, as a member.  But recently, we’ve become either Lazy, or dormant for other reasons, and decided to “let the other fellow do it”,   Well, that’s not working, as you all know.  So either get off the pot, or come up with something positive at the next meeting which will be held the FIRST SUNDAY IN THE MONTH, AT THREE O’CLOCK after our monthly visit to the VA Hospital to visit with our sick and disabled vets.  We meet at the Hospital in downtown Charleston at 2: 00 PM. I would like to                              extend an open invitation to any member of the other chapters and especially to the Grand to attend our meetings, and their input.   Maybe the spark, they see, will be ignited, and a little flame will glow, and burn bright again, if not, then my suggestion is:  BLOW THE  THING OUT AND STOP WASTING TIME AND EFFORT!!!!!


David Taylor, Seam Squirrel 843-336-6816, Cell: 843-860-0603

Seamsquirrel@vfwpost3142.com

	Once again thank you to all who have donated equipment or worked very hard to make our kitchen look better.  If you are not working in the kitchen or helping serve food please keep out of the kitchen.  We are making a few changes to our Daily Food Specials.  The grill will close at 8:00 PM.  Hot Dogs are available from opening to 8:00 PM  Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  Thursday Taco and Burrito night from 5:30 until 8:00.  We have added a Burrito Supreme, it is very good.  Friday fish dinners are out-standing.  Saturday we are adding a Steak-EM sandwich to the menu.  Sunday lunch remains the same 12:30 PM until  2:30 PM.  If you would like to help in the kitchen it would be appreciated or stand the Door Duty on a Saturday night that would be great.  Please contact me if you would like to help, my number is 530-2799.  Also, remember the Elvis Show is coming up, you may want to purchase your ticket. 

Billy Coffey,

House Committee Chairman

hcc@vfwpost3142.com 

See Hours/Menu at Canteen Information


	SERVICE OFFICER

	MILITARY TRIVIA


	Veteran Affairs Services (VAS): An organization called Veterans Affairs Services (VAS) is providing benefit and general information on VA and gathering personal information on veterans. This organization is not affiliated with VA in anyway. Websites with the name "vaservices" immediately after the "www" ARE NOT part of the Department of Veterans Affairs, the U.S. Government agency. Do not go to them or if approached or called, do not offer them any information concerning yourself or data on other veterans. Keep in mind that the real VA website ends in ―.gov‖ Be aware that the Department of Veterans Affairs does not randomly call veterans, nor does it ask veterans for information which it does not already have--like Social Security Numbers. In particular, if you have not dealt with the VA previously--and in person--and all of a sudden, you receive a call from someone saying they are with the VA or something similar sounding, hang up the phone. Also, do not respond to emails which suggest that they are from the VA. The VA never conducts official business nor asks for personal information by email. VAS may be gaining access to military personnel through their close resemblance to the VA name and seal. Our Legal Counsel has requested that we coordinate with DoD to inform military installations, particularly mobilization sites, of this group and their lack of affiliation or endorsement by VA to provide any services. 

In addition, GC requests that if you have any examples of VAS acts that violate chapter 59 of Title 38 United States Code, such as VAS employees assisting veterans in the preparation and presentation of claims for benefits, please pass any additional information to Michael G. Daugherty, Staff Attorney, Department of Veterans Affairs Office of General Counsel (022G2)810 Vermont Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20420. [Source: Office of the Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs, VSO Liaison Kevin Secor msg. 23 Feb 2011 ++]
	1. The oldest current U.S. military decoration, the Purple Heart, was established in 1789as the Badge of Military Merit. General George Washington originally established the Badge to honor their faithful service during the Revolutionary War. At least six men received the badge, and two of those examples still exist. The badge fell out of use in subsequent conflicts, but was never made obsolete. The modern Purple Heart replaced it in 1932. Unlike many other decorations, the Purple Heart does not require someone to write a recommendation in order for it to be conferred upon an individual. 

2. For his actions on board the USS West Virginia during the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, Mess Attendant Dorie Miller became the first African-American to win the Navy Cross. Miller's heroism that fateful day included moving wounded fellow soldiers to safer locations--including a vain attempt to move West Virginia's captain, who wound up dying in the battle, off the bridge--and taking control of an anti-aircraft gun, which he wasn't even trained to use. Miller died on November 24, 1943, when the escort carrier USS Liscome Bay was sunk by Japanese torpedoes. He received the Purple Heart posthumously. 

3. Boatswain's Mate Third Class Albert R. Johnson and Engineman Earl H. Leyda were the first recipients of the Coast Guard Medal, in 1958. Johnson and Leyda were involved in a rescue attempt at the Oswego Water Works Tunnel in Oswego, New York, on August 18, 1957. Despite successfully reaching the workers, their efforts were in vain, as the workers had perished before they managed to get to them. The Coast Guard Medal was originally authorized in 1949, some nine years before it was first awarded. 

4. The U.S. Navy was the first branch to give the Good Conduct Medal, starting in 1869. The U.S. Air Force didn't start giving a separate Good Conduct Medal until 1963, although it was first authorized in 1960. Until 1963, USAF personnel received the U.S. Army's version of the Good Conduct Medal. The Air Force decided to quit giving the Good Conduct Medal in 2006 because they felt that good conduct is expected among its airman, thus making the medal inappropriate. Air Force personnel who won the medal are still authorized to wear it. 



	GENERAL INFORMATION
	HAVE YOU HEARD


	Space-A. Space-A flights are free with the exception of customs and head tax fees on the aircraft. To sign up, eligible travelers must present a DOD-issued ID card (for ages 10 and up) and appropriate travel authorization or, for active duty personnel, current leave paperwork. Eligible travelers can sign up for Space-A in person at any passenger terminal, or by fax, email, Internet or regular mail. For more information, including AMC passenger terminal information, travel eligibility, and a downloadable Space-A traveler handbook, refer to http://www.amc.af.mil/amctravel/index.asp. Passenger terminal locations and contact information can be found at http://www.amc.af.mil/amctravel/amctravelcontacts.asp. 

Flag Rule Change. VA announced changes that will allow flags to be placed on gravesites at National cemeteries on Memorial Day and any other day of the year on a case-by-case basis. Federal rules had previously prohibited placement of American Flags on any day other than Memorial Day, including Veterans Day. The rule change was made at the request of Rep. John J. Duncan, Jr. (R-Tenn.). 

Mortgage Settlement. About 60,000 soldiers and veterans who refinanced Veterans Affairs Department-backed mortgages through Wells Fargo, Wachovia and SouthTrust will receive refunds under a $10 million settlement in a class-action lawsuit. 

Outback Steakhouse. From now to April 5, if you order from Outback Steakhouse‘s temporary ―Red, White and Bloomin‖ menu $1 million of its proceeds will be donated to Operation Homefront. This private charity provides financial and other emergency aid to families of troops and wounded warriors. 


	Navy Navigation 

This is the transcript of an alleged radio conversation of a U. S. naval ship with Canadian authorities off the coast of Newfoundland in October, 1995. Radio conversation released by the Chief of Naval Operations on 10-10-95 was subsequently denied by the U.S. navy. 

Americans: "Please divert your course 15 degrees to the North to avoid a collision." 

Canadians: "Recommend you divert YOUR course 15 degrees to the South to avoid a collision." 

Americans: "This is the Captain of a US Navy ship. I say again, DIVERT YOUR course." 

Canadians: "No. I say again, you divert YOUR course." 

Americans: "This is the aircraft carrier USS Lincoln, the second largest ship in the United States Atlantic Fleet. We are accompanied by three destroyers, three cruisers, and numerous support vessels. I demand that you change your course 15 degrees north...that's one-five-degrees North, or counter-measures will be undertaken to ensure the safety of this ship." 

Canadians: "This is a lighthouse. Your call." 

=============================== 

―He who is not aware of his ignorance will only be misled by his knowledge.‖ 

--- Richard Whatley (1787 –1863)

	SPONSOR ADVERTISEMENTS


	DUES UPDATE

	Ads are available on a space available basis.

Please support advertisers, as the support our Post.
ARROW
TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL
Great Service – Great Prices

Phone 873-0800     Fax: 873-7393

Satisfaction Guaranteed

David T Garner       Scott Sharp

President                 Supervisor


	Your 2011cards are here!

      We will continue to have the same special we have been having the past few years.  If you renew before September 30th your dues will only be $15.  (A savings of $5)  Plus, your name will be placed in the ‘barrel’ to be drawn to win a life membership at our October meeting.  So, don’t delay; pay your dues today!

You can send dues to me at 7337 Suncatcher Dr., Hanahan, SC 29410, or you can drop them off at the Post.

Take Care & God Bless,

Yours in Sisterhood,

Jerrie Jones, Treasurer

VFW MEMBERS

TIME TO RENEW!

DUES ARE $28.

YOU CAN DROP THEM OFF OR MAIL THEM TO THE POST.
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Automatic Payments [image: image6.png]



Terms & Conditions
Automatic Payments Brochure

	The Newsletter is available on line!  Our new website is fantastic.  Thanks to Rick Plante, the site is updated daily.  There is a place for suggestions and/or ideas.  If you would like to get your Newsletter faster:  just click on www.vfwpost3142.com 






	April 2011

	Sunday 

	Monday

	Tuesday

	Wednesday

	Thursday

	Friday

	Saturday


	Want to know what's going on?

Need a Hall to rent for that special occasion?

Call the Post at  744-9260

Banquet Hall Information request Form
			1

April Fools Day
	2

Tommy Ford Band
8pm

	3

COOTIE'S HOSPITAL VISIT
2pm

Scratch  at 3pm

SUNDAY  LUNCH                     12:30-2:30 PM
	4
	5

VFW Membership Meeting

7pm

Free Pool

Volunteer
	6

U.S. Army Day
	7
	8
	9

Tommy Ford Band
8pm

	10

SUNDAY  LUNCH                     12:30-2:30 PM
	11
	12

Ladies Auxiliary Meeting

7:00pm 

Free Pool

Volunteer
	13
	14
	15

VISION OF ELVIS SHOW  8:00 PM
HEAVY HOR' OEUVRES'    6:30 PM
About
	16

Tommy Ford Band
8pm
Nursing Home Visit 2:30pm

	17

SUNDAY  LUNCH                     12:30-2:30 PM
	18

HOUSE                COMMITTEE MEETING 7:00 PM   
	19

Handicap Chapter Meeting

 5:30PM

Free Pool

Volunteer
	20
	21
	22

Good Friday
	23

Tommy Ford Band
8pm

	24

SUNDAY  LUNCH                     12:30-2:30 PM
	25
	26

Free Pool

	27
	28
	29
	30

Tommy Ford Band
8pm


	

	POST OFFICERS


	LADIES AUXILIARY



	Commander 
Al Cales
Sr. Vice Commander 
Keith Thompson
Jr. Vice Commander 
Bill Coffey
Quartermaster 
Jack Stroman 
Judge Advocate 
Bud Hallman 
Chaplain 
Thomas C. Cundiff 

(a.k.a.) Tommy Ford
Adjutant 
Charlie Ricketson
Service Officer 
Don Parks
Surgeon 
Iris Dupre 
Officer of the Day 
Bob Jones
Guard 
Dean Christiansen 
1-Year Trustee
Gabe Pippin
2-Year Trustee 
Ross Whittington
3-Year Trustee 
Don Parks

	President
Beth Gray
Sr. Vice President
Mary Banaszewski       
Jr. Vice President
Shelby Garrett
Secretary
Cindy Usher
Treasurer
Jerrie Jones
Chaplain
Jackie Mimms
Conductress
Donna Jennings
Guard
Dot Woods
1 Year Trustee
Alice Christianson
2 Year Trustee
Susie Bryan
3 Year Trustee
Pat Kiger
Patriotic Instructor
Jackie Mimms
SCPHSHC President
Mae Plum
Matron Advisor

Jackie Mimms



	Veterans of foreign wars

Captain John L. Weeks

Post 3142

3555 Dorchester Rd

N. Charleston, SC 29405-7617

843-744-9260

commander@vfwpost3142.com
We’re on the Web!

http://vfwpost3142.com

	This email address was given to us by you or by one of your Comrades. If you feel that you have received this email in error, please send an email to webmaster@vfwpost3142.com 

This e-mail is sent in accordance with the US CAN-SPAM Law in effect 01/01/2004. Removal requests can be sent to this address and will be honored and respected.




