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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

February  2011

	Commander Comments


	Ladies Auxiliary



	I hope everyone’s New Year is off to a great start.   As I stated in last month’s newsletter, I am extremely pleased with our accomplishments during the past year.  We hit the ground running in January thus far.  We have removed one of the old wooden cabinets and replaced it with two (2) open metal racks.   One rack was donated by Billy and Denise and the other one by Lore and I.  The kitchen is looking much better already.  As soon as we finish up in there we will start putting it to use during the week and on weekends.                  

I want to thank Billy Coffey, Jack Stroman, Rusty Clark (one of our new members), and Iris Dupre for helping disassemble and get rid of the old cabinet, repairing, sanding, and painting the walls.  Also, Iris, Lore, Terry Cales, and Keith worked hard washing all the dishes and utensils and giving the kitchen a much needed cleaning.  

We will start the Sunday Lunches in February. A number of people have requested we do this so we hope the participation is good.  
The State Mid-Winter Conference will be February 18th-20th at the Landmark Resort in Myrtle Beach. Reservations can be made online and registration forms can be downloaded from the State VFW website.
We still have some people that have not paid their dues.  If you have not paid your dues for 2011, you are not a member in good standing. Please pay them now, either by sending them to national or pay at the post.  We Need You!!!!!!
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Terms & Conditions
Automatic Payments Brochure
Yours in Comradeship,

Al Cales



Home: 843-552-9702


Cell:
843-607-5334

E-mail: commander@vfwpost3142.com
Suggestions/Comments
	First and foremost I would like to thank each one of you that help in anyway at the Post.  If it wasn't for our volunteers we wouldn't get much accomplished.  Welcome to our new bartenders.  The Post couldn't run well without them.  

I would like to ask everyone that has been saving the Campbell Soup labels and other labels to bring them in at the next meeting.  I will be happy to get them together and send them off.  I have quite a few and intend on doing this soon.  



With the printer cartridges I got $49.00 and this was put in the bank under Veterans Relief Fund.  Thank you for everyone that contributed.  Gene and Ferris brought me quite a few.  Thank You. 

Please let me remind you that if you do any community service please contact either myself or Mary B. so she can report it on her monthly report.  Discretion will be used and no one has to know who you are.  A big thank you to Joy Phillips.  She calls me with her volunteer hours at Roper Hospital.  She does a great job.  

Our next meeting will be February 14th and would love to have a brown bag auction. Please bring an article in a brown bag to auction off.  We had one several months ago and it was great fun. 

 
A big thank you to Iris for taking the newsletter for the Commander.  She is an asset to our Post.  Thank You Iris. 

If anyone knows of anyone that is sick or in the hospital, please let me know as I am sending the cards out for Jackie until she gets back to feeling better herself.  We take each other for granted so much.  Let’s stop and think of how we should appreciate each other. I appreciate everything that everyone does so much, because working the way I do,  I don't get much chance to go down to the Post.  Let us be more hands on and less talk.  Let’s do what this Post is supposed to do and that is be supportive to each other.  Let’s put our efforts into getting the proper support for our Troops and Veterans and let’s have that to report next month.  Please help me with this.
In Loving Sisterhood                                                

Beth Gray    425-2949

lapresident@vfwpost3142.com



	MOC/MOCA

	HOUSE COMMITTEE 



	Congratulations Cooties, 

We have made it into the year 2011, haven’t accomplished much, but we made it.  Pup Tent  #13 Sandlappers are hosting the next Grand Scratch at Whitten Inn, Santee, SC.  Preregistration by February 5, 2011.  Write to Rose A. Magee, 2450 Russell St. Orangeburg, SC,  29115.   Call for hotel reservations: 803-854-2190, 803-854-2191, 803-854-2192.  I have a copy of the flier if anyone needs one e-mail me. 

The next Hospital Visit and Scratch will be February 13th, 2011 at 2:00 pm. 

Remember Valentine’s Day.
Nomination & Election of Officers are in February for the upcoming year with installation in March.  Please try to be present and vote.  

We do hope all of our members survive the cold weather. We are in such dire need of members it would be rough for us to lose one.  
Let all pray for our troops overseas, and at home.

David Taylor, Seam Squirrel 843-336-6816, Cell: 843-860-0603

Seamsquirrel@vfwpost3142.com

	The old cabinets in the kitchen have been removed; minor electrical change and painting have been completed.  Two open air shelves and one storage cart have been donated and installed.  The stove also has received a deep cleaning.  We are looking to replace the current sink with a free standing sink unit.    

Sunday lunch is back starting February 13th.  Lunch is from 12:30 to 2:30, unless we run out of food early.
 A Party for the Fair workers is February 9th  at 7:00 PM.  The menu is steak, baked potatoes, salad and a desert.  
During the Super Bowl I plan to have a table set up with homemade soups.  I am making chili both hot and mild.  If you would like to donate your favorite homemade soup that would be great. There is no cost for the soup during the game only a donation.  Please contact me with the type of soup you would like to donate for this event. My phone number is 530-2799.
Billy Coffey,

House Committee Chairman

hcc@vfwpost3142.com 

See Hours/Menu at Canteen Information


	SERVICE OFFICER

	MILITARY TRIVIA


	Combat Veteran Health Care Update: Certain combat Veterans who were discharged from active duty service before 28 JAN 03 have until 27 JAN 2011 to take advantage of their enhanced health care enrollment opportunity through the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). "While there is no time limit for Veterans to apply for the VA health care they earned with their service, I highly encourage this group of combat Veterans to take advantage of the enhanced enrollment window to use their health care benefits through this simplified process," said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. "VA has health care eligibility specialists online and at every medical center eager to help Veterans take advantage of this opportunity." The enhanced enrollment window was provided for in Public Law 110-181, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008. That law gave combat Veterans who served after 11 NOV 98 but separated from service before 28 JAN 03, and did not enroll before 28 JAN 08, three years, beginning on Jan. 28, 2008, to apply for the enhanced enrollment opportunity. 

These Veterans will still be able to apply for health benefits with VA after 27 JAN, but will have their status for receiving VA health care determined under normal VA procedures that base health care priority status on the severity of a service-connected disability or other eligibility factors. This would mean some Veterans could face income or asset-based restrictions, as well as delays in establishing their VA health care eligibility while their disability status is determined. Since the inception of the enhanced enrollment opportunity, VA has sent more than 750,000 personal l letters to eligible Veterans and hosted thousands of outreach efforts through OIF/OEF and enrollment coordinators stationed at every VA medical center. Since JUN 2010, VA sent another 194,000 personal letters to give every eligible Veteran a chance to take advantage of this opportunity, but to date only 13,000 of these Veterans have enrolled. 

The law does continue to provide the enhanced health care enrollment window to combat Veterans who were discharged or released from active service on or after 28 JAN 03. For these Veterans, the five-year enrollment period begins on the discharge or separation date of the service member from active duty military service, or in the case of multiple call-ups, the most recent discharge date. Veterans can apply for enrollment online at http://www.1010ez.med.va.gov/sec/vha/1010ez, by contacting VA at 1-877-222-8387 or with the help of a VA health care eligibility specialist at any VA medical center. Go to www2.va.gov/directory/guide/home.asp for locations. For more information regarding enrollment, visit VA's eligibility site at http://www.va.gov/healtheligibility. [Source: VA News Release 10 Jan 2011 ++]
	· A "Deuce-an'-Half" is a transport truck with a 2.5 ton capacity. The deuce-an-half was the workhorse of the logistics division. The 6.5 ton 23 ft long truck had a maximum speed of 55mph with a maximum range of 450 miles. 

· “NBC” refers to nuclear, biological and chemical weaponry. There are five established nuclear weapon states (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States). India and Pakistan declared their nuclear weapons capability with nuclear tests in 1998, as did North Korea in 2006. Israel is also widely believed to have a nuclear weapon arsenal. About a dozen countries have offensive biological weapons (BW) programs, and the same number have chemical weapons (CW) programs. 

· A ―Thumper― was a M-79 grenade launcher or its operator (grenadier). It is a single-shot, shoulder-fired, break-action grenade launcher that fires a 40x46mm grenade which used what the US Army called the High-Low Propulsion System to keep recoil forces low. Because of its distinctive report, it also earned the nicknames of, "Thump-Gun", "Bloop Tube" and "Blooper" among American soldiers; Australian units referred to it as the "Wombat Gun". The M79 can fire a wide variety of 40 mm rounds, including explosive, anti-personnel, smoke, buckshot, flechette, and illumination. 

· A ―Bouncing Betty― was a mine which launches itself to waist-height before exploding. The explosive, when set off, shoots up in the air and then explodes. There is a lag when the unfortunate victims realize they were dead, although they hadn't actually died yet, since technically, the mine hadn't exploded. The term originally gained widespread use as the Allied soldier's nickname for the S-mine, an especially lethal German bounding mine used in World War II. 

· A ―Grunt― was An Army or Marine infantryman. Being called a grunt is a high honor. 

· ―Tropical Lightning‖ was The 25th Infantry. The symbol for the 25th is a pineapple with a lightning bolt in the center. The 25th Infantry Division was activated at Schofield Barracks, Territory of Hawaii, October 1, 1941. During the war in Vietnam, 22 Medals of Honor were awarded to Tropic Lightning soldiers; the most number of Medals of Honor received by any other single unit in the war. The Tropic Lightning Museum is located in Building #361, Waianae Avenue, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii 96857. 

· The Viet-Cong and the North Vietnamese Army were most aware of the "Cobra" which was a helicopter that carried TOW missiles and machine guns. The Bell AH-1 Cobra, also referred to as the HueyCobra or Snake, is a two-bladed, single engine attack helicopter manufactured by Bell Helicopter. The U.S. Army has since replacd the Cobra with the Apache but the AH-1 twin engine versions remain in service today with United States Marine Corps as the service's primary attack helicopter. The optically-tracked, wire-guided (TOW) missile is a crewportable, vehicle-mounted, heavy antiarmor weapon system designed to defeat armored vehicles and other targets such as field fortifications from ranges up to 3,750 meters. 

 [Sourcehttp:/www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/US-Military-Lingo-232516.html Jan 2011++] 

	GENERAL INFORMATION
	HAVE YOU HEARD


	Doolittle's Raiders Last Surviving Pilot:

 Col. William Marsh "Bill" Bower, the last surviving pilot of "Doolittle's Raiders" who bombed Japan in 1942, died 10 JAN at his home in south Boulder. He was 93 and "lived a completely full life," said his son Jim Bower. "My dad was a hell of a guy," he said. "He was a brave soul, a warrior. He was everybody's friend. He did all kinds of volunteer work. He was an exceptional human being." Bill Bower was hailed as a hero for his role in the United States' first air attack on Japan following the bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. He volunteered and was chosen for the mission, which was planned and led by Lt. Col. James "Jimmy" Doolittle. On April 18, 1942, 16 B25B Mitchell medium bombers took off from the decks of the U.S.S. Hornet in the western Pacific Ocean. Because landing planes of that size on the Hornet was impossible, the pilots continued toward China after bombing their targets in Japan. 

All but one of the aircraft, which landed in the Soviet Union, crashed in China or were ditched at sea. Of the 80 crew members, 11 were either captured or killed; the rest returned to the United States. 

On his return, Bower married Lorraine Amman in 1942. Bower continued to serve during World War II, assuming command of the 428th Bombardment Squadron and joining Allied invasion forces in Africa. He remained there and in Italy until September 1945. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his role in the raids. After the war, he worked as a planner and accident investigator for the U.S. Air Force and served in the Arctic as commander of a U.S. Air Force transport organization. He also served as commander at Dobbins Air Force Base in Marietta, Ga. In 1966, he retired and moved with his wife and four children to Boulder, where he was involved in the real estate and sporting goods businesses for many years. His family described him as deeply involved in the community, from volunteering with Second Harvest, Community Food Share and Meals on Wheels to founding the Central Optimist Club to serving on city of Boulder committees. His family described him as "the best outdoorsman," saying he was a big-time fisherman who also enjoyed bird hunting and guiding hunters in the Colorado mountains. He also enjoyed annual "Raider" reunions. Five Raider crew members, including two co-pilots, survive him. But Bower was the last living pilot. 

In 2008, he was recognized for his distinguished service to his country at the Bolder Boulder Memorial Day race. But to the children in his neighborhood, he was simply a handyman and caretaker, his family said. "All the kids on the block at the time gravitated to him," Jim Bower said. "He took care of all the kids." Michael Carrigan, a University of Colorado regent whose family lived on the same cul-de-sac as the Bowers, said part of his daily routine as a child was to ring the bell at Bower's house for a Jolly Rancher. "He would give us a Jolly Rancher," Carrigan said. "Every day was Halloween at Col. Bower's house." It wasn't until he was in college that he learned that the man who helped with the neighborhood children's projects and passed out candy was a war hero. "He never drew attention to himself," Carrigan said. "He was very humble, kind and generous. I'm grateful that my children will continue to enjoy the liberties and freedoms that he fought so hard for." He is survived by his children, Jim Bower, of Arvada; Bill Bower, of Chapman, Kan.; Mary Brannaman, of Sheridan, Wyo.; and Mindy Bower, of Kiowa; and six grandchildren. His wife died in 2004. [Source: Boulder Daily Camera Amy Bounds article 12 Jan 2011 ++]
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	The Perks of Being Over 40... 

1. Your supply of brain cells is finally down to manageable size. 

2. Your secrets are safe with your friends because they can't remember them either. 

3. Your joints are more accurate meteorologists than the national weather service. 

4. People call at 9 PM and ask, "Did I wake you?" 

5. People no longer view you as a hypochondriac. 

6. There is nothing left to learn the hard way. 36 

7. Things you buy now won't wear out. 

8. You can eat dinner at 4 P.M. 

9. You can live without sex but not without glasses. 

10. You enjoy hearing about other peoples operations. 

11. You get into heated arguments about pension plans. 

12. You have a party and the neighbors don't even realize it. 

13. You no longer think of speed limits as a challenge. 

14. You quit trying to hold your stomach in, no matter who walks into the room. 

15. You sing along with elevator music. 

16. Your eyes won't get much worse. 

17. Your investment in health insurance is finally beginning to pay off. 

18. You can't remember where you read this list. 

=============================== 

There are too many people, and too few human beings. 

--- Robert Zend [Philosopher] 

===============================
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1099R Tax Statements

1099Rs have been available on myPay since Dec. 14. They were also mailed out in December. If you haven't received yours, there are three easy ways to request a duplicate. 

Read article:

http://www.dfas.mil/rapay/retirementpay/1099rtaxstatements.html
COLA Update for 2011 

Unfortunately, military retirees and annuitants will not receive a Cost of Living Adjustment increase in 2011.  Most Survivor Benefit Plan premiums will not increase either. 

Read more:

http://www.dfas.mil/rapay/newsletter/2011cola.html 

Clarification: SBP Cost for Reservists

We understand some Reserve retirees are concerned about a recent change in their Reserve Component Survivor Benefit Plan (RC-SBP) premiums. Affected retirees also received communication from DFAS that was unclear. We're sorry for the confusion. 

Here is the bottom line:  

http://www.dfas.mil/rapay/newsletter/rcsbp-cost.html
Keep Your Records Current 

In order to receive your pay and other benefits on time every time, it's important to review your retired pay account information regularly to ensure it is current. 

Read more:

http://www.dfas.mil/rapay/newsletter/records.html 



	SPONSOR ADVERTISEMENTS


	DUES UPDATE

	Ads are available on a space available basis.

Please support advertisers, as the support our Post.
ARROW
TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL
Great Service – Great Prices

Phone 873-0800     Fax: 873-7393

Satisfaction Guaranteed

David T Garner       Scott Sharp

President                 Supervisor


	Your 2010 cards are here!

      We will continue to have the same special we have been having the past few years.  If you renew before September 30th your dues will only be $15.  (A savings of $5)  Plus, your name will be placed in the ‘barrel’ to be drawn to win a life membership at our October meeting.  So, don’t delay; pay your dues today!

You can send dues to me at 7337 Suncatcher Dr., Hanahan, SC 29410, or you can drop them off at the Post.

Take Care & God Bless,

Yours in Sisterhood,

Jerrie Jones, Treasurer

VFW MEMBERS

TIME TO RENEW!

DUES ARE $28.

YOU CAN DROP THEM OFF OR MAIL THEM TO THE POST.
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Terms & Conditions
Automatic Payments Brochure

	The Newsletter is available on line!  Our new website is fantastic.  Thanks to Rick Plante, the site is updated daily.  There is a place for suggestions and/or ideas.  If you would like to get your Newsletter faster:  just click on www.vfwpost3142.com 






	February 2011

	Sunday

	Monday

	Tuesday

	Wednesday

	Thursday

	Friday

	Saturday


	MID-WINTER CONFERENCE FEBRUARY 18-20 AT THE LANDMARK RESORT IN MYRTLE BEACH

	1

VFW Membership Meeting

7pm

Free Pool

Volunteer
	2
	3
	4
	5

Tommy Ford Band
8pm

	6

SUPERBOWL XLV

Home Made Soups and Chili's
	7
	8

Ladies Auxiliary Meeting

7:30pm 

Free Pool

Volunteer
	9

Fair Workers Appreciation Dinner

7pm

Steak, Baked Potatoes, Salad and Desert

	10
	11
	12

Tommy Ford Band
8pm

	13

COOTIE'S HOSPITAL VISIT     2:00 PM      SCRATCH
SUNDAY  LUNCH                     12:30-2:30 PM

	14

HAPPY  VALENTINE'S DAY

	15

Handicap Chapter Meeting

 5:30PM

Free Pool

Volunteer
	16
	17
	18
	19

Tommy Ford Band
8pm

	20

SUNDAY  LUNCH                     12:30-2:30 PM
	21

HOUSE                COMMITTEE MEETING 7:00 PM   
HAPPY  PRESIDENT'S DAY

	22

	23
	24
	25
	26

Tommy Ford Band
8pm

	27

SUNDAY  LUNCH                     12:30-2:30 PM
	28
	Want to know what's going on?

Need a Hall to rent for that special occasion?

Call the Post at  744-9260

Banquet Hall Information request Form
	Honoring The Dead by Helping the Living



	

	POST OFFICERS


	LADIES AUXILIARY



	Commander 
Al Cales
Sr. Vice Commander 
Keith Thompson
Jr. Vice Commander 
Bill Coffey
Quartermaster 
Jack Stroman 
Judge Advocate 
Bud Hallman 
Chaplain 
Thomas C. Cundiff 

(a.k.a.) Tommy Ford
Adjutant 
Charlie Ricketson
Service Officer 
Don Parks
Surgeon 
Iris Dupre 
Officer of the Day 
Bob Jones
Guard 
Dean Christiansen 
1-Year Trustee
Gabe Pippin
2-Year Trustee 
Ross Whittington
3-Year Trustee 
Don Parks

	President
Beth Gray
Sr. Vice President
Mary Banaszewski       
Jr. Vice President
Shelby Garrett
Secretary
Cindy Usher
Treasurer
Jerrie Jones
Chaplain
Jackie Mimms
Conductress
Donna Jennings
Guard
Dot Woods
1 Year Trustee
Alice Christianson
2 Year Trustee
Susie Bryan
3 Year Trustee
Pat Kiger
Patriotic Instructor
Jackie Mimms
SCPHSHC President
Mae Plum
Matron Advisor

Jackie Mimms



	Veterans of foreign wars

Captain John L. Weeks

Post 3142

3555 Dorchester Rd

N. Charleston, SC 29405-7617

843-744-9260

commander@vfwpost3142.com
We’re on the Web!

http://vfwpost3142.com

	This email address was given to us by you or by one of your Comrades. If you feel that you have received this email in error, please send an email to webmaster@vfwpost3142.com 

This e-mail is sent in accordance with the US CAN-SPAM Law in effect 01/01/2004. Removal requests can be sent to this address and will be honored and respected.




